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DRAPERIES. 

/£!HE proper display of draperies in the ar- 
^' rangement for hangings, portieres, curtains 
and the like, is one of the most effective forms of 
decoration that can be indulged in, and has always 
been popular because it has always been an acces- 
sible phase of furnishing. Drapery material is made 
in such vast varieties Of texture, shade and mar- 
ketable value as to place it at the disposition of 
those who are disposed to expend liberally in their 
selection, and with almost equal advantages to 
those who are limited to a more economical outlay, 
with about the same range of choice in point of 
color and weight. 

Mrs. Spofford, in her excellent volume, "Art 
Decoration Applied to Furniture," makes these ob- 
servations : "There is really a great latitude al- 
lowed in the choice of curtains, the desirability of 
drapery being so generally recognized that almost 
any drapery is countenanced. Thus it is not un- 
usual even in elegant drawing-rooms to see curtains 
of a cretonne that harmonizes with the other fur- 
nishing, or of embroidered muslin alone. Still, it is 
desirable, of course, if the drawing-room is begun 
upon any scale of richness, to carry it out thor- 
oughly, and curtains of satin, of silk damask, and 
silk rep, with window curtains of lace or of deli- 
cately wrought muslin, are the window draperies 



The folds jshould be soft£and artistic, and. above 
all else, the portiere should jiot be looped back, but 
should be permitted to ham? straight and clear. 
Another consideration is the most excellent oppor- 
tunity offered ■ by the portieres to throw a dash 
of color into the room by having them a dif- 
ferent shade to the window hangings, while at 
the same time preserving the harmony we have 
advised. 

To give an idea of the various materials pos- 
sible for use as portieres and curtains would be al- 
most to exhaust the list of domestic and imported 
fabrics. There is jute, a pretty-appearing stuff 
susceptible of bearing a band in Canton flannel, 
and looking well in a library or dining-room. 
Striped India shawls are rich, appear expensive, 
and are not, and have some advantage in being as 
available and as appropriate for furniture uphol- 
stering as for hangings. There is a great variety 
of Turkish materials, some brilliant with gold and 
silver thread, for those disposed to this sort of em- 
bellishment, and a wide choice in remarkably cheap 
Japanese goods. Rugs, turcomans, velvets, tapes- 
tries, plushes, sateen, raw silk, felting, momie- 
cloth, fashion draperies, velveteen, serge and satin 
are found in great profusion, while colors range 
through brown, fawn, old gold, orange, amber, 
garnet, wine color, claret, Indian red, pomegranate, 
crushed strawberry, peacock, turquoise, Damascus 
blue, robin's-egg blue, olive, etc., down through a 



MRS. LANGTRY'S RAILWAY TRAVEL- 
ING SALOON. 

Tj CHARMING- interior truly ! The element of 
V"l color being, however, essential to properly 
portray it. The adaptation of furniture and ap- 
pointments, with reference to utility, is combined 
with tasteful elegance in both style and orna- 
mental details. It deserves to be spoken of as one 
would of a painting, as a successful and pleasing 
composition. With seats upholstered in rich stuffs, 
the woodwork admirably carved and also inlaid 
with silver bands, carpet showing mazy and 
flowing lines in soft but subdued colors, ceiling of 
diamond-shaped forms on light tinted lavender 
ground, piano of solid rosewood, the many choice 
hues multiplied by the costly marquetry work of 
the sides including the bold curved sweep above 
the windows, and, finally, the luster of the grace- 
fully mounted lamps, all harmonizing together, the 
sense of sight may well be captivated by the coup 
cVceil presented. 

Such surroundings are calculated to enhance 
the sense of individual dignity on the part of the 
occupant, a matter not surely to be overlooked as 
the end of art is to give pleasure. The large 
plate glass windows provide for a wide range of 
view. Such an interior might well be poetized. 
A dainty decorative touch is in the introduction 
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best suited to a drawing-room whose furniture is 
covered in choice stuffs. . . . For the dining- 
room and library, heavier curtains are to be chosen 
than for the drawing-room, the solid character of 
the dining-room and the grave one of the library 
demanding it; but in the chambers, the boudoir 
and the sitting-room, lighter, airier, more easily 
cleaned, and much less expensive ones are the 
wiser." 

There is often a grave mistake made in the 
view taken of draperies, for they are frequently 
considered entirely apart from the rest of the fur- 
nishing, while, in fact, they should be regarded as 
a part of it, and selected accordingly. They should 
harmonize in color and texture with the upholster- 
ing of the apartment, they should be a lighter 
shade than the carpets or should decidedly con- 
trast with it. 

To our sense of artistic arrangement and gen- 
eral common sense, the substitution of drapery for 
solid doors, is preferable between rooms occupied 
by one person or a couple, and between all the 
public rooms, such as the parlor, library, dining, 
etc., in a dwelling. Whether the material used for 
these portieres be the economical Canton flannel 
or the most expensive rep, one of its great beau- 
ties lies in the character of its folds and the gen- 
eral effect it is capable of producing in its draping. 



list which embraces nearly every known tint of the 
palette. 

To give an idea of the proper disposition of 
draperies we reproduce on the opposite page to 
this a design for the fitting of a bed room, by Mr. 
Joseph P. McHugh, of this city. The style is mod- 
eled after the old French school, modified to suit 
the prevailing ideas and. exigencies of modern 
fashions. The furniture partakes of the same form 
(excepting the bed), the wood being mahogany, 
highly polished and enriched with brass work. 

The grill above the portiere is of sawed brass, 
the bedstead and the rods supporting the canopy 
being of the same material. 

The curtains, mantel draperies and bed cano- 
pies are of a soft linen material resembling fine 
canvas, and the embroidery is applique\ The 
lounge, chair, arm chair and ottoman are of a 
similar material, of deeper color embroidered in 
crewels. 

The walls are hung in ingrain paper with sten- 
ciled figures. The prevailing tones of color are 
"mustard," with a certain "dilution" of robin's- 
egg blue. 



of tropical plants that add the freshness of nature 
to the charms of art. Listen ! The sounding 
motion of the train is lost in the exquisite sym- 
phonies of Liszt, the compositions of Verdi, or the 
melodious canzonettas of a Rubini. All this whilst 
flying through space at forty miles per hour. 

A variation to the scene is the production of a 
table, for which ample space is afforded, with 
viands served on silver plate and decorated 
ceramic ware. Presto ! It disappears and leaves 
the space available for motion on a carpet with 
delightful elastic tread. Such is the luxury of 
railway travel in this year of grace. The shadows 
of evening gather and a soft subdued splendor 
from the overhanging lamps imparts a new and 
enjoyable ensemble to forms and colors. The 
Worcester Excursion Company varies its interiors ; 
in this instance it has brought together home 
comforts and elegancies well answering the pur- 
pose in view, which is to while away time as 
pleasantly as possible. 



Plush or velvet panels embroidered, are hung 
against bedroom doors. 



The light falling through colored glass win- 
dows upon the various colors of the interior 
decoration, so changes the tints as to produce 
entirely new effects. A long list of the colors and 
effects can be given. 



